
Background; The 1'e is no single is sue that pos es a greate r threa.t to the survival 
,---. of huma.nity·~ nor speaks more to .J.evish values and historical exper"enee 
( ,~ than the issue of the nuclear arms race. 

luclear disarm31ne·nt has been a desired Boal since nucleat' militat"Y cap­
. ability was first developed. Now~ it is an urgent task. Among the 

concerns are; l) the sophistication of ne"l-,r generat - ons of weapons 
may make verif-cation, a key and prerequisite to any agreement~ 

viI~Ually impossible; 2) some military strategists are advocating 
doctrines of first strike capwility and .tinnable Btl,clear war, 
thereby increasing the danger of an intentional or accidental 
nuclear confrontat -on; 3) the p05sibilit,y of dev-eloping weapons 
systems for outer ·space is being explored; 4) 1983 is the year for 
deploYment of nuclear missiles in Europe; 5) by the year 2000, SOIDe 
estimntes suggest~ approx'mately 30 count::ries ~ it eluding IraC} and 
Libya~ will have acquired the capab-ility to develop nuclear tleapons; 
and 6) many yOWlg people are groving up r,.,rith a genu'ne feat' tllat> 
in a nuclear vorl(1~ there might be no future. 

J evs; as inheri,tors of a tradition that seeks to p t'13 so;; 'l:ve Ii f'e and 
peace, and a.s survivors of t.he nazi holocaust 'Who understand all 
too 'well that the unthinkable can 1Hlppen> have a special res-pon:.; ib iIi ty 
in the struggle to prevent a nuclear holoca.ust froln occuri ng . In 
recognition of the duty of the .Je,.,.ish c:oilllliunity to raise its voice ~ 

the J ewish Community Relations Council ~ at it ~J I\pril, 1982, mecti ng, 
affirmed its bel" ef that lithe matter of world !)cace is an issue of 
urgent concern fot' everyone; 11 -that f1 t·he JCHC should lafte a ULore 
active role in urg:l.ng local and national J·eT..rish oTganj,zations to 
place the matter of arms control on thei r agenda':>; rr and that the 
J'eRe should establish a cOilllni ttee 1t to energize t.;he J er..,rish cQrnmu..nity 
on these issues in the most informed 'wa;:y' possible + 11 

....
 
Px-oposition;	 tI'!le JeRe, l-ecognizing the urgenc:{ of the nuclear arrns issue) affirms 

the belief that it is a moral and political imperative for the 
JewiSh cornmu..t1ity to be educated and a(~th~e 8rm..md the nuclear a:rms 
debate. 

The JeRe ~ ......h5.1e not C01i1ID~tted to any particular l;u.clear disa~'"Illa1nent 
initiative, supports a liLutual~ verifia1)le, negotiaten curb ()ll the 
development, prodl,l.ction and deployment of nuclear "..eapons, as a 
first step tm.'o..rd. arms red.uct ion. 

The JCRe calls upon the funerican and Soviet governments to work 
diligently ana urgently to aGhieve effective arms control agreements 
designed to bTing about the ev.rliest possible end to the nuclear 
arms race. 

~1le JeRe t.~so urges that eve~~ effort be made by the American govern­
ment ~ld the o~her super powers to achieve effective non-proliferaLion 
accords ~ to end the t.ransfel' of nuclear ro'rr,s technology to other 
na.tions a 
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