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OLYMPICS AND THE SOVIET, UNION 

To hold the 1980 Olympics in Mo~cm,T, under c.un~ent circlllils tances, would he. a 

tr~vesty of the Olympic principles. It l\1()uld give unwaYr-anted sanction, aid 

and comfOrt to a regime which pointedlY engages in the systematic violation 

of human rights. It would condone what appears to be a policy of eliminating 

Jewish leadership from A05c.01\1 for the Olympiad. 

The new and sys,ternati(: assault T"'hich the Soviet Union has launched in recent. 

months against Soviet Jews and against dissent, has been ultimately aimed at the President 

of the United States and at the free world and its values. 

We might le.arn £rom history. Holding the Olympiad in Berlin in 1936 served to 

.l.ttresB the pr-estlg-e and values of Nazi Germany. Given such re.c.ognition by the l,.,Tor1d, 

Nazi Germany went on to intensify its br-utality at home, and its imperialistic 

adventures abroad. That regime needed resolute disapproval, not abject approval-from 

the war Id. So does' the Soviet Union,. which is um,? clearly testing us. 

FOt" that reason, and because the suppression of peaceful dis~eIl~ has taken place 

around the prospec t of the Olympics) the Olympiad shOl.tld not he held in the Soviet 

Union under current circumstances_ Every effort should n01+i' be made to find an 

altet-na te si te faT the 1980 Olympics. The· Kemp'-Anderson t::esolu -ion in CongYC-8S t ~"r]lich 

urges the U. S. Olyn-,pic Commi ttee to find such an alternate site, sho\lld be supported. 

.. Nor, in. the meanti.me, should the United Sates \.;ithdraTri i s prer;snxe on the Soviet 

Union to rever t; e' its c:un.-enC, sys t ema tic assa 111 t on human ri gh t s + Tha t J;Bve 1;"5a1 

~70uld consist of: a) a guarantee tha,t the Soviet Union \>'111 not further. use the 

;portunicy of its Olympics to eXile.JewR and dissidents; b) as an earnest of that 

guarantee~ the release of those activ{sts who hove be~n exiled in recent months; 

( ..... "............... ,
 



c) a guarantee t;hat during the Olympics there 1i 1 be no han:assffie'.nt or imprisonmentT...

of Soviet Jews and dissidents -- or their vis·tors. 

If tha t reve (sal were ,9.ccomplish€:d> as as ses sed by a na tiona and cross -se c. t ' onal 

monitoring committee~ then AmerJ,caTs part'cipatiQu in a Moscow Olympiad could be 

reconside.red. But under current circumstances, Ametica1s national interest lies 

i,n upholding the principles of pol' tical freedom in the l,Torld. Antel;' ca' s nat· onal 

interest lies in its credibi ity; in its 'nsistence that 't means what it says in 

the ~orld arena. Under the prevailing circumstances, America's national interest 

lies in not participating in an Olympiad to be held in Mosco,·:. 


