
When Criticism is Harmful

“Bought” 
Saying Jewish or pro-Israel candidates are “bought,”  
rather than addressing their stated positions or 
documented support.

Conspiracy 
Claiming Jewish or pro-Israel groups exercise secret 
control, hidden influence, or operate as a single 
coordinated network.

Suspicion 
Treating Jewish donors or pro-Israel political 
participation as uniquely suspect, corrupt, or illegitimate.

Stereotypes 
Using language or imagery that invokes stereotypes 
about Jewish wealth, disloyalty, manipulation, or power.

Context & Impact

•	 Intent: Not every poorly chosen phrase means there 
was antisemitic intent. 

•	 Impact Matters: Candidate words travel far beyond 
intended audiences.

•	 Real-World Harm: Conspiratorial or dehumanizing 
rhetoric reinforces myths and fuels harassment of 
constituents with no connection to the group.

Communicate Responsibly

Be Precise 
Name the organization or actor and the specific 
conduct at issue.

Use Verified Facts 
Separate direct PAC contributions, independent 
expenditures, and individual donations as they are  
legally distinct.

Consistent Standards 
Evaluate pro-Israel groups by the same measures used 
for labor unions, corporations, industries , ideological 
organizations, and other political spenders.

Avoid Sweeping Labels 
Avoid terms like “the Israel lobby” which uses a broad 
brush and falsely implies coordinated control.

Criticize Policies, Not Identities 
Support for Israel is a legitimate position, not evidence 
of corruption, foreign loyalty or bad faith.

Check Sources 
Use FEC filings and credible sources. Treat advocacy 
trackers as advocacy sources, not neutral authorities. 
Track AIPAC for example often combines different kinds 
of spending and donations and is not a reliable or 
neutral source, and uses harmful rhetoric.

Money in politics and advocacy groups are legitimate subjects for debate. Candidates can speak forcefully 
about campaign finance and political influence without stigmatizing Jewish or pro-Israel participation. 
Specificity, accuracy, consistency, and care keep criticism strong and prevent normalizing hate.
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