The Jewish community, its historical vision blurred, did not
seriously oppose legislation which closed down immigration to
the United States in the late 1920's. By the 1930's this restrictive
legislation was so imbedded in American life that efforts by the
Jewish community to obtain immigration relief for European
Jews were too little and too late .
In the 1950's and early 1960's, the organized Jewish community
became the spearhead for the removal of the national origins
· quota system and the general liberalization of
the immigration laws. The San Francisco JCRC
spearheaded the efforts in Northern California .
It was a long, hard and highly-publicized campaign. Many San Francisco Jews did not get
involved because their historical vision was
again blurred. But the campaign finally paid
off, and the immigration laws - and their
underlying philosophy - · were changed drastically.
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It is only because of this change, and the
hard campaign preceding it, that it is now possible for Congress
to seriously consider the Case-Bayh bill in the Senate and the
Koch bill in the House which would authorize 30 thousand emergency visas to the United States for Soviet Jews.
There is apparently some controversy about this proposal.
Should the Soviet Jews be encouraged to go only to Israel?
Would this measure be a pointed U.S. interference in Soviet internal affairs? Maybe so- but, on the other hand, Jews won 't
leave the Soviet Union for the U.S. unless they want to- and.
unless the Soviet Union lets them . And if the Soviet Union decides, in its own inscrutable way, that it will let some of them
come to America, why shouldn't the door be open?
There are at least four different motivations for Jews who
want to get out of the Soviet Union . There is Ideological Zionism
-the belief that every Jew should go to Israel, no matter where
he is. There are the radical youth, opposed to the conservative,
repressive Russian political system, whose resurgent Jewish
identity serves as a focus of protest. There is longing for expressions of Jewish culture and religious culture , denied in the Soviet Union. And there is, simply and unde•·standably , fear of the
consequences of being a Jew in the Soviet Union.
There is rarely such a thing as a pure "type." Some American
Jewish groups tend to come into contact with Jewish spokesmen
in the Soviet Union who strongly represent one motivation over
the others. But in fact these different patterns of motivation
combine in different patterns among Soviet Jews who want .to
leave. For some of these motivations, while Israel is the obvious
place to go, it is not the only place to go.
Fw.rthermore, even if the visas to America are not heavily
used, why shouldn't Congress make some pointed statement
about this Soviet violation of human rights? Isn't this part of the
need to " keep the spotlight on?" Those San Franciscans who
answer " why not indeed?" are writing their Congressmen asking them not only to support the Case-B&yh and the Koch bills
on this subject - but to do what they can to see that these bills
get through the necessary committees.
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During the Civil War in the United States,
1861-1865, the Rothschilds lost money heavily
by their support for the bonds of the so4thern
Confederate States, who were defeated in 1865
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