Father And Son
On the night of August 12, 1952 the Soviet Jewish poet Peretz Markish was murdered, together with 23 other leading Jews in the Lubianka
prison. Between 1948 and 1953, 238 Jewish writers, 87 painters, 99 actors
and 19 musicians were murdered in that fashion. They were slain because
they were Jews.
Today, 20 years after the murder of his father, David Markish is in
another Soviet prison- because he is a Jew.
David is 34 years old, a poet and a playwright, who has persistently
attempted to write about the unhappy state of Soviet
1
Jews. His last play was closed down by the authorities .
In April, the Soviet government indicated its intention
to immediately induct David and 13 other Soviet
"activists" into the army in order to "keep them out of
trouble," before President Nixon's visit. All 14 Soviet
\Jews, in reaction to this punitive !Tieasure, renounced
their Soviet citizenship. Each of them faces seven years
imprisonment.
The San Francisco JCRC is asking a number of inOuential people in the San Francisco area to wire Soviet
officials on August 12, 20 years after the murder of Peretz Markish, asking for the release of his son, David. Others may wish to do the same-or
to write letters now so that they will arrive by August 12. Since we do not
yet have an official Soviet address in San Francisco, it has been suggested
that these messages go to Soviet Ambassador Anatoly Dobrynin, USSR
Embassy, 1125 16th St. N.W., Washington, D.C. Their receipt will be
· noted in Moscow. Some may wish to send a note of solidarity to David's
mother, Esther Markish, 64 Gorky St., Apt. 67, Moscow USSR, on the
20th Yahrzeit of her husband's murder.
Sunday, October I, will be the occasion for the annual Simchas Torah event on behalf of Soviet Jewry. This year, in San Francisco, there
are plans to dramatize the events of that night 20 years ago, when a generation of Jewish creative artists were wiped out. There is an eyewitness
account of Peretz Markish 's ordeal during the four years he was tortured
in Lubianka before he was killed :
"Markish could no longer stand and was reduced to crawling on all
fours. On one occasion I was unable to recognize him- mangled, swollen, bloody . Despite the frost of December, 1949, he had no shoes. He
was so mutilated, however, that he was unable to feel the cold of his cell ."
There is a direct line between that event and what is happening today .
The blood does not flow as freely, for which we are all grateful, but the
target is the same: Jewish culture, Jewish existence- and, behind it all,
man 's ability to live private lives, with private loyalties, other than those
they owe to the state. This continues to be the central political controversy of our times, and Soviet Jews are caught in the crushing middle- as
Jews have so often been caught because of their customary minority position in so many societies.
David Markish will probably no be tortured in the same way that his
father was; he will probably not be killed. But he has made it clear that,
like his father, he fmds his personal freedom more important than peace,
security or life. It's a lesson that men forget and learn, forget and learn.
It's why we cannot afford to forget Peretz Markish yesterday or David
Markish today. It's the stubborn message behind a poem which Peretz
Markish wrote for one of the first murdered by the Soviet state, Shlomo
Mikhoels, director of the Moscow Yiddish State Theatre-a poem which
we can now sing to Peretz himself:

The curtain does not fall,
Not in dying do your eyes close now.
An entire generation will bear your gifts with pride
As you once bore ·the golden legacy of our people.
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During the Civil War in the United States,
1861-1865, the Rothschilds lost money heavily
by their support for the bonds of the so4thern
Confederate States, who were defeated in 1865
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