Jewish Vs. Public Education
On the surface, there seem to be several potential conflicts between
Jewish education and public school education .
One survey suggests that about 90 per cent of the Jewish parents in
the San Francisco area would rather have their children attend a com! mon public school than an all-day Jewish school. But at
· least half of these parents are anxious for their children
to have a more intensive Jewish education. That would
seem to be conflict number one.
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Then there are those who would have the Jewish
community give more support to all-day Jewish schools.
But there are also those who complain that such support
. would erode the strength of the public school system.
Therein seems to lie conflict number two.
And then there are the parents who would just like
to
contemporary public school problems by sending their children
to private schools- and Jewish private schools happen to be handy . That
is apparently conflict number three.
But little further examination reveals that these are not necessarily
head-on conflicts at all .
The organized Jewish community could very well give more support
to the 10 per cent of Jewish parents who are committed to the idea of an
all-day Jewish education, without threatening the public school system.
A head-on connict would be generated only if the organized Jewish
community developed the belief that all Jewish children should go to allday religious schools. There is a subtle but critical distinction between
helping those who want all-day religious schools-and promoting those
schools as a normative institution of the community.
For the organized community to cross that line, from back-up support
to substantial advocacy, would indeed create a head-on conflict with the
public sehool concept. And one practical crunch is whether a Jewish school
system accommodates to these parents who are chiefly interested in a hiding-place from the public schools. Educators tell us that the odds are
against any signifiCant Jewish identity or commitment issuing from such
situations. Motivation, the chief impetus to meaningful education, does not
come from placing children in formal classrooms for extraneous reasons.
That basic educational axiom is of interest to the great majority of
Jewish parents who want their children in the public schools, but also
want them to have more. effective Jewish education.
One of the educators, Leonard Fein in the February issue of Midstream, points out that the most effective education these days may not
be in the classroom at all but in "experience sites " - such as the Jewish
summer camps, or the summer group trips to Israel which so many San
Francisco youth are now taking. Then there is the matter of beefing up
the aftl'r-s<:hool classes which increasing numbers of our' Jewish youth
have been attending; the matter of the bulging Hebrew clas!!<:s in Lowell
High School, and other possibilities for Judaic studies.
In short, all-day schools would seem to be only one piece ofrbe larger
subject of Jewish education for children in America today.
Seen in that perspective , there need be no basic conflict between the
needs of Jewish education and the needs of the common public school.
And that would be very fortunate.
The public school, as a unifier of crazy-quilt America, a symbol of
governmental neutrality toward religion, a social equalizer, a common
carrier of democratic values, has always been especially important for
American Jews .
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First Roth sc hild bank,about 1760
Banking Houses with dates of foundation
set up by th e sons of Mayer Rothschild
Major loans to finance Government
expenditure for wars, industry etc .
Important investments by Rothschild banks
Loan refused on account of Russia's
anti- sem it ic policies
Rival Catholic bank established, but collapsed
Ri val London bank , Barings, collapsed, but
was then SL:stained by Roth schilds 1893
Portuguese Government accepts loan from
rival Jewish bankers, Sterns
Major ph ilanthropic activity of members
of the Rothschild family
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During the Civil War in the United States,
1861-1865, the Rothsch ilds lost money heavily
by their support for the bonds of the SOL!thern
Confederate States, who were defeated in 1865
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