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MOON OVER MIASMA?

Is there a connection between the Reverend Sun :tvlyu.ng Moon and the organization
call "Judaism-ir..-Servi ce-to-the-1-Torldt'?
That is the riddle which lit up the switchboards this past week. Representatives
of Judaism-in-Service-to-the-Worl~ have been cutting wide ciryles in the Bay Area
Jewish community, enlisting support for a program they are presenting , featuring
the Tel Aviv String Quartet. (That quartet was simply booked by them through an
artist's agent, and has no part of this story.
Why is there any question about a possible connection _with the Unification Church
of Reverend Moon? After all, the brochure of Judaism in Service to the World
as its prime goal: "To promote the Jewish religious, artistic and cultural heritage and its value to the world."
The quest i on i ni tially arose because thi s same brochure carries the name of Dr . Mose
Durst as the President of Judaism-in-Service-to-the-World. Dr. Durst is also a
member of the Board of Directors of the Unification Theological Seminary at
Barrytown, New York , the U.S. headquarters of Moon 's church. He is also the President
of something called Creative Community Project. That project has invited people
to ni ghtly discussion at 2269 Washington Street, which is the local Unification
Church headquarters, according to a Moon directory and according to the San Francis co
telephone book.
So, what's the problem if there is some connection, or perhaps some duplicat i on, between the Unification Church and Judaism-in-Service-to-the-World? The problem is
that Reverend Moon is a self-admitted Messiah of a sect built on Christian doct r ine.
Unification Church members make a daily pledge to iithe sacrificial way of t he cross."
In his own words, Moon berates the "Children of Israel" , without whose ill-advised
behavior "God would: not have had to give the body of Jesus to Satan." Moon adds :.
"By killing one man, Jesus, the Jewish people had to suffer for 2000 years. During
the second World War, 6 million people were slaughtered to cleanse all the sins of
the Jewish people from the . time of Jesus."
We have religious f reedom in this country, and no one would deny the Unification
Church its beliefs. But those beliefs are not exactly compatible with an organization
whose goal is "to promote the Jewish r eligous heritage."
Two of the very pleasant young women who were promoting Judaism-in-Service-to-theWorld last week, said that they were just interested in t he Jewish cause, and not
interested in the Unification Church about which they said t hey knew very l ittle.
"But how," they were asked , "can a man serve as t he president of an organization to
promote the Jewish reli gious heritage, and at the same time have such a strong
affiliation wi th a church which is reli giously anti-Jewish?"
"Well," they said, "Dr. Durst has many different interests." That much is cl early
true, but it does seem a bit like putting Mr . Gimbel in charge of Macy's. The
Reverend Billy Graham would not offer to serve as President of the Bureau of Jewis
Education.

(over)

The young women of Judaism-i n-Service-to-the-World are workers for the Creative
Community Project; one of them lives at the Berkeley headquarters of that organization. They said that there was no connection between the Creative Community
Project and the Unification Church, about which they knew very little. Of course,
there are some striking coincidences aside from the coincidence of the Washington
Street address. For example, the Ideal City ranch in Booneville, the site used
for retreats by the Creative Community Project is also the site used for retreats
by the Unification Church, which owns the property. The young women said they
had indeed been to Ideal city, but had not seriously encountered the Unification
Church, about which they knew very little.
It is for these kinds of reasons that unanswered questions have been raised about
the possible connection between Judaism-in-Service-to-the-World and Moon's Unification
Church. We are all used to the fact that evangelical Christian groups, including
the Jews for Jesus, battle openly for the minds and souls of young Jews. That's
part of the open marketplace. But this seems to be an unusually tangle d web . It
is at least understandable that a number of Jews, initally attracted to the stated
goals of Judaism-in-Service-to-the-World, have stepped back to ask: "What 's really
going on here?"

