For Immediate Release:

Jewish Community Relations Council Celebrates
Supreme Court Decisions on Marriage Equality
JCRC Supports Supreme Court Decision on Proposition 8 in California and Defense of
Marriage Act; This is a Historic Day for Civil Rights and Equality in the United State.
Wednesday, June 26, 2013, The Jewish Community Relations Council, 121 Steuart Street, San
Francisco – The Jewish Community Relations Council applauds the Supreme Court’s decisions
to strike down the key provisions in the Defense of Marriage Act and leave standing California’s
ruling that Proposition 8 is unconstitutional. These are landmark decisions for the State of
California and the United States as a whole, and an important step toward ensuring equality,
liberty and justice for all American citizens.
JCRC President Jerilyn Gelt and Executive Director Rabbi Doug Kahn celebrated the decision,
saying:
“The organized Jewish community overwhelmingly supports marriage equality out of an abiding
commitment to civil rights in our society and therefore applauds today’s Supreme Court
decisions as a major step forward. The Jewish Community Relations Council has advocated for
same-sex civil marriage for many years as an essential step to eliminate discrimination faced by
same-sex couples. We are also committed to maintaining the right of religious denominations to
set their own requirements for religious marriage.
The Court’s decision that will permit same-sex marriages to resume in California will, we
believe, lead to many more states recognizing that denial of such rights is incompatible with our
society’s commitment to equal rights for all citizens. The Supreme Court’s companion decision
striking down the key provisions of the Defense of Marriage Act eliminates a major barrier to
equal rights protection.
It is bittersweet that the ruling comes on the heels of the Supreme Court’s decision to
significantly weaken the Voting Rights Act – an act that has played an historic role in
safeguarding one of our society’s fundamental rights. Today, however, we join with many
communities in celebrating the end of discrimination for same-sex couples seeking to marry in
our state.”
JOIN US IN CELEBRATION! Today, June 26, we will convene at 2:00PM on the steps of
Grace Cathedral, 1100 California Street, San Francisco, along over 60 leaders from the
faith community for a press conference in support of marriage equality and in celebration
of today’s rulings.
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