April 28, 1972

The Other Soviet Jews
We know what the Jews in Soviet prison camps had for breakfast this
morning. But there are a number of larger facts about Soviet Jewry that
we don 't know.
We know about the breakfast because we're in touch with the families
and friends of the Soviet prisoners. In addition to 14 ounces of bread
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1 which they receive daily, the prisoners had sprats and
hot water for breakfa st. Lunch on this punitive diet
consists of one helping of cabbage soup and supper is 4
lli'!~l!!!l....'- to 5 ounces of mashed potatoes, which was described by
one prisoner as "so watery and so little that when you
peer into the bowl you see the tiny blot of your supper
spread out like a miniscule pancake, with the aluminum
bottom showing through."
We also know what's on the minds of these prisoners
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- and their families and friends. The Jewish prisoners in
the Dubrovlag Complex recently made this statement: "We declare that
we never aimed to undermine or weaken the Soviet regime. We have always considered, and .still consider, Israel to be our Homeland, and our
ardent desire to go there was the only basis of the conflict between the
Soviet authorities and ourselves."
There is obviously a large number of Soviet Jews who consider Israel
to be their Homeland and these are the Jews with whom we are mainly in
contact. But what about those Soviet Jews who do not consider Israel
their Homeland? We are not in such direct touch with them . And people
ask: should we not promote democratization of the Soviet Union for
those who wish to remain - as well as emigration for those who want to
leave?
We sometimes have a tendency to translate Russian Jewry in terms of
our own American experience. American Jews are Jews and Americans.
But the Russian Jewish tradition is to think of themselves as Jewish only
and not at all Russian. That was an old Russian-Jewish tradition long
before the Revolution . And the Soviet political regime has, if anything,
widened the gap between being Russian and being Jewish. For example,
the Leningrad officials just wrote to a Jew named Viktor Mandeltsveig,
who wanted to teach Hebrew to other Jews:
'The teaching of the Hebrew language is not provided for in the programs of the ministry of Education of the USS R, and therefore private
·
teachings of the said language is forbidden."
And then we read about the physical attacks on Soviet Jews outside
their synagogues on Passover. No, we don't know much about the Soviet
Jews who are not agitating for emigration. But we do know that, if they
want to be Jews in the Soviet Union, they're having trouble. And we also
know that if the public spotlight is kept on the Soviet oppression of Jews, it
has to be helpful to all Jews in the Soviet Union, whether they want to emigrate or not.
Because the Soviet Union is now testing world opinion, this Sunday,
April 30, Solidarity Day, is the most important time for community expression of support for Soviet Jews since the Leningrad Trial of December, 1970. On Solidarity Day , at the Jewish Community Center in San
Francisco, there will again be an outpouring of people who will drop in
for brief periods anytime between 10 a . m. and 4 p.m. to sign petitions, write letters, send telegrams, make phone calls, and do a number of
other things which, in sum, will let Soviet officials, American officials,
and all of the Soviet Jews know that we're still watching- and demanding
freedom, of one kind or another. See you on Sunday.
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During the Civil War in the United States,
1861-1865, the Rothschilds lost money heavily
by their support for the bonds of the so4thern
Confederate States, who were defeated in 1865
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