The Russian Puzzle
As the Jewish community prepares for the opening of the Soviet Consulate in San Francisco, it is reminded of the many critical ways in which
that country controls the destiny of at least five million Jews.
This is reflected in the number o(things we want from the Soviet
government. We want the Soviet Union to release all the Russian
Jews who wish to emigrate. We also want the Soviet
Union to act as a force for peace, not war, in the Middle
East. Both of these possibilities will disappear if the
Soviet Union does not maintain peaceful relations with
the United States. However, there's something else
that's always been in the back of our minds: we want
the Soviet Union to evolve into a more democratic society. In the Decembet issue of Commentary, Paul Lenuai points out that the bulk of Soviet Jews are destined
to remain in Russia in the foreseeable future, and their
prospects are grim .
Bertrain D. Wolfe, Stanford expert on Russian affairs has the naoies
and locations of eight ''police psychiatric hospitals" in the Soviet Union.
What is police psychiatry? Consider tbat the man in charge is Yuri V.
Andropov, head of the KGB, the Soviet secret police. Consider also the
statement once made by Khrushchev: "Can there still under Communism
be deviations from the collective will? There can be ••• it cannot be supposed
that the rules of community life will be safe from violations by persons who
are mentally deranged."
In short, political dissent is seen as a form of mental illness. The scientist Medvediev was diagnosed as having "paranoia in the form of reformist illusions."
The "treatment" includes kinds of restraints which less sophisticated
societies have always called "torture."
There are two main streams of "reformist illusion" in the Soviet U nion at the .moment: Those intellectuals - writers and scientists, who are
asking for more democracy; and those Jews who are asking for emigration. These two streams touch each other at certain points, and people
from both movements have found themselves subject to "police psychiatry."
The point is that while the "Iron Curtain" has been partly lifted, and
mass Stalinist extermination has been suspended, the Soviet Union is still
fundamentally a hard-core monistic, repressive society.
Thus, the Russian Puzzle, is a problem in strategy. On the one hand,
we have to keep hammering publicly at the Soviet Union in order to exert
an influence for greater emigration, against unrestricted political_antisemitism, and for a more peaceful role in the Middle East. At the same
time, we have a vital interest in the lines between our country and Russia
remaining open rather than closed so that this influence can still be
brought to bear. Otherwise we will again be hammering against closed
and unyielding doors.
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One Who Was Saved
_D r. Mikhail Zand will be in San Francisco shortly. He is not to be
missed.
A group met with him in fsrael last month. He told us that the fact
that he was there at all- or even alive perhaps- was in large part a result
of the activity of American Jewry .
He may be the most renowned of the soviet Jews who have been allowed to emigrate. He is a gaunt, tense, brilliant man who taught himself Hebrew from an old Jewish encyclopedia, and pitted his spirit
• ·- against the whole weight of the Soviet establishment.
Cajoled, harassed, driven from his home, cut off froin
obs, threatened, arrested, he refused to abandon his
public role as one of the intellectual leaders of the
Soviet Jewish rebellion . He was released only after
public protest from around the world, including San
Francisco, was loosed on t~(! Sovie! leaders . The Academic Committee on Soviet Jewry was particularly
inst rumental in this operation.
Indeed, Zand pointed out that the most important
ally of Soviet Jewish freedom within Russia was the intellectual class,
and that public protest should be geared to engage and not alienate that
class . He also states clearly his reasons for believing that the only solution of the oppressed Soviet Jews is - emigration.
Dr. Zand will be in San Francisco-at a public meeting· on the night
of October 13th and at various other p1aces including the Berkeley campus on October 14th. He was brought to this country for a tour oby the
XOA, and is being brought to San Francisco by the ZOA and the JCRC.
He is a candid man, and one of the heroes of modern Jewry. You will not
·
want to miss him_
He is part of a weeklong series of activities relating to Simchas Torah and Soviet J ewry. At the beginning of that week, the religious
schools of the area are planning their own event . At the end of the
week, A "Soviet Jewry Freedom Bus" is scheduled to be in San Francisco as part of its tour of 30 cities, collecting petitions which will end
up in Washington D.C., and Moscow.
You will be heari ng all the details through your organizations and
through this newspaper. But hold yo urself ready to engage in these activities during the week of Simchas Torah.
Dr. Zand told us quietly : "I am living proof that public protest can
have an effect on Soviet leaders."
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On Privileged Slavery
Some Jewish Quislings are due in San Francisco: a group of Soviet
Jews sent here by the Russian government to announce that everything 's
· - ~ great for Soviet Jews. The terrible point is that they
may believe it. And they'll point to the number of individual Jews who are prominent in Soviet life, including
themselves.
Dr. Mikhail Zand told thousands of San Franciscans last week .that he too had been prominent in Russia. He had been a professor with a relatively high in. come and status. "I was privileged," he said, "but I was
a privileged slave."
He was a slave because he could not exercise his
mind and sp irit freely: and in particular he was prohibited from exercisin~ his mind a nd sp irit as a J ew.
" I learned Hebrew - illegally ,' · Dr. Zand said. "I learned Jewish history - illegally . I wrote Jewish poetry - illegally . I met with other Jews
to discu ss Jewish matters - illegally .··
But this group of J ewish apol ogis ts for the Sov iet regime doesn't
underst a nd Dr. Zand 's concept of slavery becau se they a re not interested
in Jewish li(e- and because they have been successfu ll y totalitarianized.
Slavery to the state is acceptable to them, when they think the state is set
in the path of righteousness. This is the Awful Error of the 20th century,
the politic_al error which has brought so much tr agedy to Jews.
Simon Dubnow, the great Russian historian, a supporter of the Russian Revolution, wrote in 1917: "There is something strange about this
revolution. It is lij(.e the current weather, Spr ing sun and yet cold. At the.
moment everything is fine: equal rights for Jews came overnight ... Nonetheless S pring does not seem to want to come to my soul."
Already dimly emerging was the understanding that Jews could be free
under the Bolsheviks only if they gave up being active Jews. We got that
much freedom from the Inquisition.
So the larger "Soviet Jewry Issue" is more than a matter of tryi-ng
to get the desirous Jews out of the Soviet Union- although it is not less
than th at. It is a lso a matter of trying to shape a world, a Middle East,
an America in which the Jewish flight from slavery won't be re-enacted
over and over again.
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BULLETIN COLUMNIST ADDRESSES WEIZMANN INSTITUTE

Sees Threat to Jewish Identity
REHOVOTH, Israel - Earl
Raab, sociologist, executive elirector of the Jewish CommunRelations Council of San
Franciscoand
Jewish Bulletin columnist
has said that
'' America
was becoming
a true cultural me lti n_g
pot for the
first time in its history and
that this development posed a
threat to the maintenance of
Jewish identity. ''
Raab, who opened the Aug.

1-4 American-Israel Dialogue,
an annual event sponsored by
the American Jewish Congress
at the Weizmann Institute,
spoke to some 30 American
Jewish and Israeli intellectuals.
This development, he said,
posed a threat to the maintenance of group identity in general and Jewish identity in
particular, not because of antiSemitism but because of "an
environment increasingly hostile to the assertion of separate ethnic identity." He described current efforts to reviv.e ethnic minority identifica-

tion in the U.S. as a "false
pregnancy" that would bear
no results.
The idea that Jews in Israel
and the U.S. carried a reciprocal responsibility for one another was voiced by Eliahu
Nawi , Mayor of Beersheba,
who declared :
"Every Jew is a shareholder
in Israel. We who live here are
only acting as managers. Indeed, our very claim to the
land of Israel is based on the
assertion that we are acting
in behalf of Jews around the
world and across the genera(See Identity Page 13)
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Campus 'Jewish Radicals'
As Bay Area campuses open, we will find more and more young
people around who call themselves "Jewish Radicals". At their best,
they are not those few youths who are anti-Israel out of an assimilationis\ urge to blend with some of their non-Jewish peers . At their best, they
are not those political radicals who have some imitative urge
to buttress their politics with an ethnic mystique, in just another version
of "lox-and-bagel Judaism".
But there seems to be emerg ing an authentic Jewish radicalism
among the youth which could be significant for the future of American
Jewish Life. There are a number of young people who are struggling to
find ways to be radically Jewish. A couple of them- J ames Sleeper and
Alan Mintz- just put together a book called "The NewJews". There is
no substitute for readin g it, but one note struck by Sleeper is critical:
" .. the American Dream of affluence and freedom has come true; we
are at leaSt temporarily winners in mankind's massive, continuing struggle
to be free of knocks in the night, of searchlights and torture and fear, of
hunger and physical insecurity. But that is not enough for us - an assertion which must surely seem ironic and presumptions to those who have
known the terrors of the past and who have dedicated their lives to freeing
us from them ... "
" ..that is not enough for us .. ." Therein lies or.e difficult nub of understainding between the Old Jews, whatever their age, and the New
Jews . Sleeper's statement does not sneer at the lives and the quest of the
Old Jews. But one of those great swings of our short human history is
apparently coming to climax within the next half centurv. The technological revolution of the last few centuries, with its super-rationalistic
science and politics, will be coming to fruition - unevenly - around the
world. And wherever it does young people are saying "it is not enough " .
The recent historical push for control of nature, security and material
comfort can swing too far, divorce itself from spiritual values and become corrupting .. It is time again to "search for a deeper affirmation of
life." Whether or not we can wrench ourselves out of the imperatives of
our cycle of history into theirs, there are ample signs around us that it is
indeed time for such a ·search.
Furthermore, these New Jews are engaged in making their search
within the roots and resources of Judaism. America, with the active participation of American Jews, has been at the frontier of the recent historical
swing towards technological affluence and political freedom. America now
may be at the new frontier-the swing back towards spiritual affirmation without sacrificing the best of the recent past - and perhaps these
American Jewish youth will have major contribution to make both to
modern America and to modt.-n Judaism. Sleeper suggests of the New
Jews "that we are only beginners in that new world, unable any longer to
bear the confines of the old. Perhaps that has always been the story of the
Jew."
It is in that spirit that this Sleeper and Mintz paperback book
should be read - and it should be read by any serious Old Jew. Many
will find in it plenty of confusions, irrelevancies and unanswered ques, tions. But often enough it movingly announces the beginning of an important search - one which the Old Jewish community, without abimdoning critical dialogue, should somehow help nourish.
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What Is Lowell s Role?
There is some talk of breaking up Lowell High School as a specialized college-preparatory school in San Francisco . This prospect creates
certain ethnic vibrations.
Chinese students, for example, make up a sizeable segment of the
Lowell population . The Chinese have been highly motivated towards
educational achievement. In the last census, about 34 per cent of young. · er American Chinese has a year or more of college,
compared with 19 per cent of the native white population of the same age. The combinations of reasons
usually given are these: The Chinese need a special
margin in orde'r to compete because of discriminatory patterns - and for the same reason they especially
seek -employed, professional status ; and they have a
supporting cultural background of high regard for
education, transmitted most directly in the family.
The Coleman Report on education indicated that
such family support is the most important single factor in educational
achievement, outstripping anything the schools themselves can do
by way of motivation.
Then there are the Jews . About 4 out of 5 Jewish youth of college
age are in college; compared with 2 out of 5 college-age youth in the
general population . The reasons usually given for this disp~oportion a re
about the same as for the Chinese.
But ethnic history aside, the fact is that there are many young people
who feel they need to prepare for a first-class college and the immediate
question is the role of a school like Lowell. The issue is being raised today by the School Board's citizen committee which is concerned with integration. They are asking: is the racial mix proper? Is Lowell skimming
off the best students, leaving the other schools barren of academic
models?
On the other hand, a crucial policy issue is whether San Francisco is
going to continue to provide the program, pace and environment needed
·by those students with strong academic interests . Just as O'Connell
High School - perhaps the most effective educational instituion in
town - is providing special program and facilities for those students
strongly interested in electronics and mechanical arts. Perhaps there
should be similar concentration of attention for music and other life
pursuits . This may be the time when, instead of ppoling boredom in
comprehensive schools, we provide as much diversification as possible.
If we settle that issue in the affirmative, then the next question is
whether it takes special-emphasis schools like Lowell and O'Connell -or
whether we have enough resources to realistically spread these special 1
environments around all the schools.
These questions are of interest to the Jewish community, which is
beginning to study them. What's your opinion?
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