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INTRODUCTION
The JCRC Democracy Initiative
The American Jewish community has benefited from a strong and healthy
democracy because democratic systems and norms provide proven
protection against the discriminations that too often target racial, religious
and ethnic minority communities. But those systems that have provided us
haven are currently under duress.
Our political system – like many liberal democracies around the world
– is experiencing a turbulent moment. With the country divided, a
President lashing out at checks and balances, a Congress abdicating
its basic legislative and oversight responsibilities, and a government
failing to address the country’s pressing public policy challenges, it is
all too easy to despair. And yet, America has gone through worse
and emerged stronger for it. Our country’s political course can
change quickly. We expect it will do so again.
– Protect Democracy, Roadmap for Renewal
Although thrown into sharp relief by current events, the fact is these
challenges are not new. For years our democracy has been deteriorating.
From our political to electoral to judicial systems, there have been cracks
and decay that threaten the security of racial, religious and ethnic minority
communities. That’s why JCRC has launched a non-partisan Democracy
Initiative and is hosting today’s “Waging Democracy” forum.
For more information on the other events, activities and resources
that are part of the JCRC Democracy Initiative, please visit
www.jcrc.org/what-we-do/democracy.
Waging Democracy Co-Chairs
Leslie Katz
Greenberg Traurig
Kristin Olsen
Stanislaus County Supervisor and former Minority Leader
at the California State Assembly
Professor Dan Schnur
University of Southern California and University of California, Berkeley
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8:00am

Registration

8:00-9:00am

Continental Breakfast

8:45-9:00am

Opening Remarks
Why “Waging Democracy?”
Why it is critical to understand what is happening
with our democracy at this time in history.
Speakers
Abby Porth, Executive Director, JCRC
Ian Bassin, Executive Director,
Protect Democracy Project
Shirley McGuire, Senior Vice Provost of
Academic Affairs, University of San Francisco

9:00-10:20am

Opening Plenary
Our Democracy
In this opening session we will discuss questions
such as: What is the state of our democracy? What
is happening to our norms and institutions? Who
is/isn't our democracy working for and why? What
areas are at risk at this time?
Moderator
Gloria Duffy, President and CEO,
The Commonwealth Club
Panelists
Ian Bassin, Executive Director,
Protect Democracy Project
Wendy Weiser, Director, Democracy Program,
Brennan Center for Justice
Mickey Edwards, Vice President and Program
Director, The Aspen Institute
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10:20-10:30am

Break

10:30-11:00am

Plenary
Our Freedom: Voting Rights
The right to vote is essential to a well-functioning
democracy. Why and how is this right being
restricted? What do these restrictions mean to
our democracy? How do we ensure that historically
disenfranchised people have access to the ballot box?
Introduction
Dan Schnur, Professor, University of Southern
California and UC Berkeley
Speaker
Alex Padilla, California Secretary of State

11:00-11:50am

Plenary
Our Freedom: The Media
In democratic societies, a free media plays a crucial
role in informing the public and speaking truth to
power. This session will discuss current threats to a
free media and how the public can act to ensure
media continues to thrive in the United States.
Introduction
Leslie Katz, Attorney, Greenberg Traurig
Speakers
Marisa Lagos, Reporter, KQED
Audrey Cooper, Editor in Chief,
San Francisco Chronicle
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11:50am-1:10pm

Lunch/Keynote
How to Save a Constitutional Democracy
Introduction
Danny Grossman, CEO, Jewish Community
Federation and Endowment Fund
Keynote Speaker
Professor Aziz Huq, Associate Professor,
University of Chicago Law School and author
of “How to Save a Constitutional Democracy”
(2018)

1:10-2:00pm

Plenary
Civil Society
78% of Americans think incivility and political
dysfunction prevent our nation from moving forward.
In this plenary we will address questions such as:
How do we raise the discourse above partisanship
and gain civility? How do we find common language
about our shared American values? How do we talk
about political differences in a civil manner?
Moderator
Abby Porth, Executive Director, JCRC
Panelists
Kristen Cambell, Executive Director,
Philanthropy for Active Civic Engagement
Dr. Carolyn Lukensmeyer, Executive Director,
National Institute for Civil Discourse

2:00-2:10pm

Break
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2:10-3:35pm

Workshops
Our Tools (Select from the following):
Organizing for Democracy
Explore how to build a grassroots bi partisan
effort to strengthen our democracy.
Speaker
Zachariah Oquenda, Volunteer Trainer,
Common Cause, and Law Student,
UC Berkeley School of Law
You be the Judge
Explore how federal judges obtain their lifetime
appointments and the issues impacted by their
decisions. Participants will work through a real
case study on freedom of religion.
Speaker
Lindsay Morris, Associate Director of Washington
Operations, National Council of Jewish Women
Every Vote Counts!
Text unregistered voters in counties with the
lowest voter registration rates in California to
help them register to vote.
Speaker
Kimberley D.C. Schroder, Partnership Manager,
Resistance Labs

3:35-3:45pm
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3:45-4:40pm

Closing Plenary
Our Politics
There are exciting efforts underway to rise above
politics and come together across party lines to
safeguard our democracy. In this closing session we
will hear what these efforts look like and how they are
bringing people together for a common purpose.
Introduction
Kristin Olsen, Member, Stanislaus County
Board of Supervisors
Speakers
Mike Berkowitz, Principal, Third Plateau Social
Impact Strategies
Yascha Mounk, Lecturer on Government at Harvard
University, Senior Fellow in the Political Reform
Program at New America, and Executive Director
at the Tony Blair Institute for Global Change

4:40-5:00pm

Closing Remarks
What’s Next?
Waging Democracy Co-Chairs reflect on what was
discussed over the course of the day and what
comes next for those of us who want to be
engaged in protecting our democracy for
future generations.
Introduction
Abby Porth, Executive Director, JCRC
Speakers
Kristin Olsen, Member, Stanislaus County
Board of Supervisors
Dan Schnur, Professor, University of
Southern California and UC Berkeley
Leslie Katz, Attorney, Greenberg Traurig
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Ian Bassin is Executive Director of the Protect Democracy
Project. Ian served as Associate White House Counsel to
President Barack Obama from 2009-2011. In addition to
counseling the President and senior White House staff on
administrative and constitutional law, his responsibilities
included ensuring that White House and executive branch officials
complied with the laws, rules and norms that protect the fundamentally
democratic nature of our government. He received his J.D. from Yale Law
School, where he was an Editor of the Yale Law Journal and President of
the American Constitution Society.
Mike Berkowitz is Co-Founder and Principal of Third Plateau,
an integrated social impact strategy firm that partners with
people and organizations that have game-changing ideas to
improve the world. As such, Mike leads much of Third
Plateau’s philanthropic advisory and development strategy
work. Mike is a 21/64-certified philanthropy consultant and has counseled
numerous individual donors, family foundations, and institutional
foundations on their philanthropic strategies. He is a Senior Advisor to
the Pritzker Innovation Fund, which supports the development and
advancement of paradigm-shifting ideas to address the world’s most
wicked problems. Mike has also advised dozens of nonprofit institutions
on effective development strategy, community engagement strategy,
strategic planning, and impact evaluation.
Kristen Cambell is Executive Director of PACE (Philanthropy
for Active Civic Engagement). PACE’s mission is to inspire
interest, understanding, and investment in civic engagement
within philanthropy and to be a voice for philanthropy in
larger conversations in the fields of civic engagement,
service, and democratic practice. Previously, Kristen was an independent
consultant, focusing primarily in civic engagement, education, and
leadership. She was Chief Program Officer for the National Conference on
Citizenship and, prior to that, a member of the social investment team at
the Case Foundation. She launched her career in the nonprofit sector
with a year of service as an AmeriCorps*VISTA at the Points of Light
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Foundation. Kristen serves on the board of the United Philanthropy Forum
and the working group of the Philanthropy Initiative at the Smithsonian
Institution, among other leadership affiliations.
Audrey Cooper is the Editor in Chief of the San Francisco
Chronicle. She is both the first woman to fill the role in the
company’s 153-year history and also the youngest woman
ever named as the top editor of a major U.S newspaperbased company. Under Audrey’s leadership, the Chronicle
has emerged as one of the country’s most innovative media outlets and
been named the state’s best large newspaper. San Francisco magazine
declared her one of the city’s most powerful women. Editor and Publisher
magazine named her one of the world’s “Top 10 Women to Watch” and
Advertising Age named her one of their “Top 40 under 40.” She’s been
featured in Cosmopolitan magazine’s “50 Fearless Women” issue and is a
regular speaker and interviewer. Audrey prioritizes investigative and
explanatory journalism, and recently restarted her newsroom’s
investigative team.
Dr. Gloria Duffy is President and CEO of The Commonwealth
Club. She oversees the organizational strategy, programming,
publications, broadcast outreach, membership activities, and
fundraising for the nation’s largest and oldest public affairs
forum. In addition to increasing membership and donations
and upgrading the Club’s programming, Gloria has initiated several special
projects, which have convened experts and stakeholders in challenging
fields such as governance reform, mitigating global climate change, and
public school governance and financing, to build consensus for solutions
and action. Prior to becoming president and CEO of the Commonwealth
Club, Gloria was U.S. Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense and Special
Coordinator for Cooperative Threat Reduction. She also founded and
served as President and CEO of Global Outlook, an independent research
institute on international security issues in Palo Alto.
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Mickey Edwards was a member of Congress for 16 years.
After leaving Congress he taught for 11 years at Harvard’s
Kennedy School of Government before moving on first to
Princeton’s Woodrow Wilson School of Public and
International Affairs and then back to Washington as a
Vice President of the Aspen Institute. He has been a regular political
columnist for the Los Angeles Times and Chicago Tribune, had his own
weekly commentary on NPR’s “All Things Considered,” is the author of
four books, most recently The Parties Versus The People: How to Turn
Republicans and Democrats Into Americans, and has been elected a
fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences.
Aziz Huq is the Frank and Bernice J. Greenberg Professor
of Law, Mark Claster Mamolen Teaching Scholar at the
University of Chicago Law School. Aziz’s teaching and
research interests include constitutional law, criminal
procedure, federal courts, and legislation. His scholarship
concerns the interaction of constitutional design with individual rights
and liberties. His pieces have garnered the AALS Junior Scholars Paper
Competition Award in Criminal Law and been selected for the Harvard/
Stanford/Yale Junior Faculty Forum. Before joining the Law School faculty,
Aziz worked as Associate Counsel and then Director of the Liberty and
National Security Project of the Brennan Center for Justice at NYU School
of Law, litigating cases in both the U.S. Courts of Appeals and the Supreme
Court. He clerked for Judge Robert D. Sack of the U.S. Court of Appeals
for the Second Circuit and for Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg of the Supreme
Court of the United States.
Leslie Katz is a lawyer at the firm Greenberg Traurig LLP.
She focuses on government law and policy, including
energy, telecommunications, blockchain, and other
emerging technologies. Leslie helps optimize the political,
legal, community and business contexts in which her clients
operate. She is a former member of the Board of Supervisors for the City
and County of San Francisco, serving as chair and/or vice chair of numerous
committees. She was also elected to the San Francisco Community College
Board of Trustees and has served on the Port Commission of San Francisco.
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Leslie also served as the Regional Vice President of Regulatory Affairs for a
Fortune 250 energy-services company and held executive roles with several
technology companies. She regularly speaks on public policy topics as
well as on infrastructure, economic development, community relations,
leadership development, and technology-related issues.
Marisa Lagos reports for KQED’s California Politics and
Government Desk and co-hosts a weekly show and podcast,
Political Breakdown. At KQED, Marisa conducts reporting,
analysis, and investigations into state, local, and national
politics for radio, TV, and online. Previously, she worked for
nine years at the San Francisco Chronicle covering San Francisco City Hall
and state politics. In 2011, Marisa won a special award for extensive and
excellent work in covering California justice issues from the National
Council on Crime and Delinquency. She previously worked for the San
Francisco Examiner and the Los Angeles Times.
Dr. Carolyn Lukensmeyer is the Executive Director of the
National Institute for Civil Discourse, an organization that
works to reduce political dysfunction and incivility in our
political system. As a leader in the field of deliberative
democracy, she works to restore our democracy to reflect the
intended vision of our founding fathers. Carolyn previously served as
Founder and President of AmericaSpeaks, an award-winning nonprofit
organization that promoted nonpartisan initiatives to engage citizens and
leaders through the development of innovative public policy tools and
strategies. During her tenure, AmericaSpeaks engaged more than 200,000
people and hosted events across all 50 states and throughout the world.
Carolyn formerly served as Consultant to the White House Chief of Staff
from 1993-94 and on the National Performance Review.
Shirley McGuire is Senior Vice Provost of Academic Affairs
and Professor of Psychology at the University of San
Francisco. She supports university initiatives to enhance
academic excellence. Dr. McGuire is responsible for university
accreditation, curricular development and assessment, global
education, contracts and grants, and IRBPHS. She also oversees The Tracy
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Seeley Center for Teaching Excellence (CTE) and the Center for Research,
Artistic, and Scholarly Excellence (CRASE). Prior to her appointment in
2015, she was Associate Dean For Faculty Development and Academic
Effectiveness in the College of Arts and Sciences. Dr. McGuire’s research
focuses on personality and social development in children and adolescents.
She earned her Ph.D. in Human Development and Family Studies from
The Pennsylvania State University. She holds an M.A. in Experimental
Psychology from Western Carolina University, where she is a Distinguished
Alumni, and a B.A. in Psychology from Queens University in Charlotte,
North Carolina.
Lindsay Morris is Associate Director of the Government
Relations and Advocacy Department for the National Council
for Jewish Women (NCJW). She oversees NCJW’s grassroots
advocacy initiatives and outreach efforts. Lindsay supports
engagement at the local, state, and national level on issues
that impact women, children, and families with a focus on the federal
courts, civic engagement, reproductive health, rights, and justice. She
coordinates NCJW’s State Policy Advocacy network of volunteer leaders in
more than 20 states. Lindsay has been trained through the Bend the Arc’s
Selah Leadership Program in collaboration with the Rockwood Leadership
Institute; Harvard Kennedy School’s Leadership, Organizing, and Action
course with Marshall Ganz; and Midwest Academy’s Organizing for Social
Change Training.
Yascha Mounk serves as a Lecturer on Government at
Harvard University, a Senior Fellow in the Political Reform
Program at New America, and Executive Director at the Tony
Blair Institute for Global Change. Known for his work on the
rise of populism and the crisis of liberal democracy, Yascha
has written three books: Stranger in My Own Country: A Jewish Family in
Modern Germany, a memoir about Germany’s fraught attempts to deal
with its past; The Age of Responsibility: Luck, Choice and the Welfare
State, which argues that a growing obsession with the concept of individual
responsibility has transformed western welfare states; and The People
versus Democracy: Why Our Freedom Is in Danger and How to Save It,
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which explains the causes of the populist rise and investigates how to
renew liberal democracy.
Kristin Olsen currently serves on the Stanislaus County
Board of Supervisors. Previously she served Stanislaus and
San Joaquin Counties in the California State Assembly. While
serving as the Assembly Republican Leader from 2014-2016,
Kristen developed a statewide reputation as a dynamic,
forward-thinking leader, whom Democrat Governor Jerry Brown described
as “pragmatic and effective.” In her San Joaquin Valley district, She earned
high marks as a bipartisan consensus builder. Kristen currently serves on
the Board of Directors for California Women Lead, which recruits and
trains women to pursue appointed and elected office, as well as on the
Supervisory (Audit) Committee for Valley First Credit Union. She also
founded Red Suit, LLC, in 2016, a consulting firm where she helps others
effectively work within the government sphere and political landscape.
Zachariah Oquenda is a volunteer trainer for Common
Cause and law student at the UC Berkeley School of Law.
He is also an appointed member of the Hayward Community
Services Commission, the Hayward Community Taskforce,
Sanctuary City Sub-Committee, and the Alameda County
Measure A Citizens’ Oversight Committee. With first-hand experience of
homelessness and a father and brothers who are incarcerated, Zachariah
is passionate about housing equity and criminal justice reform. He was
first introduced to grassroots advocacy in an internship with California
Common Cause in Sacramento, working within a bipartisan coalition to
fight for ethics reform, an independent redistricting commission, and local
campaign finance reform. Zachariah worked under the Berkeley Law
Policy Advocacy Clinic to research and advocate elimination of anti-homelessness laws. As a law clerk for Public Advocates in San Francisco, he
supported grassroots groups’ efforts to advance equitable public lands
policies in Oakland and related litigation in San Jose.
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Alex Padilla was sworn in as California Secretary of State
on January 5, 2015. He is committed to modernizing the
office, increasing voter registration and participation, and
strengthening voting rights. Alex previously served in the
California State Senate (2006-2014) where he chaired the
Committee on Energy, Utilities, and Communications. As chair, he
shepherded legislation to combat climate change and create a greener
and more sustainable economy. He pursued an ambitious agenda in the
areas of renewable energy, energy efficiency, smart grid, and broadband
deployment. Before becoming a State Senator, he served as President
of the League of California Cities and of the Los Angeles City Council.
Abby Porth is Executive Director of the Jewish Community
Relations Council of San Francisco, the Peninsula, Marin,
Sonoma, Alameda and Contra Costa Counties. As such, she
is responsible for developing and executing effective
organization-wide strategies to advance JCRC’s mission of
pursuing a just society and a secure Jewish future. Abby was appointed
by Mayor Edwin Lee to serve on the San Francisco Human Rights
Commission in 2015. She also serves on the Boards of Congregation
Emanu-El and Scattered Among the Nations. She previously served as an
officer of the San Francisco Interfaith Council, on the Advisory Committee
of San Francisco CARD, and on the Board of Directors of San Francisco
Head Start.
Dan Schnur is a professor at the University of Southern
California’s Annenberg School of Communications and the
University of California, Berkeley’s Institute of Governmental
Studies. He is the Director for the “California Influencers”
project, a statewide program in which 60 of the state’s
foremost experts in politics, policy and government discuss the 2018
campaign through November. Dan has been teaching courses in politics,
communications, and leadership at UC Berkeley since 1996 and at USC
since 2004. He has also taught at the John F. Kennedy School of
Government’s Institute of Politics at Harvard University and George
Washington University’s Graduate School of Political Management.
Previously, Dan worked on four presidential and three gubernatorial
campaigns as one of California’s leading political strategists.
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Kimberley Schroder is Partnerships Manager at Resistance
Labs. She is passionate about creating a society that works
for all people, other species, and future generations.
Kimberley is an advocate for interconnections related to:
reproductive justice, women’s health, sustainability, and
dismantling systemic racism and is an Environmental Sciences grad from
Cornell University.
Wendy Weiser is Director of the Democracy Program at the
Brennan Center for Justice at NYU School of Law, where she
focuses on voting rights, money in politics, redistricting and
representation, fair courts, and government reform. She has
authored multiple reports and articles on voting rights and
other democracy issues, and dozens of U.S. Supreme Court and appellate
briefs; litigated ground-breaking lawsuits; testified before both houses of
Congress and in state legislatures; crafted federal and state legislation; and
regularly commented in the media on democracy issues. Wendy has served
as an adjunct professor of law at NYU School of Law; a senior attorney at
NOW Legal Defense and Education Fund; a litigation associate at Paul,
Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison; and a judicial law clerk. She is currently
also a Woodrow Wilson Visiting Fellow at the Council of Independent
Colleges and a commissioner on the NYC Charter Revision Commission.

JCRC is very grateful to the generous funders of our public policy
work and democracy initiative, of which this conference is a part:
Lisa and Douglas Goldman Fund
John and Marcia Goldman Foundation
Laura and Gary Lauder
Walter and Elise Haas Fund
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